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Prefatory Note

As the parishes of the Established Church in colonial Virginia
were also political subdivisions, their records are both official
and important. For this reason, it is the policy of the Library
Board of Virginia to publish original parish books, this volume
being the fifth of a series begun in 1931. This work and three
of those previously published relate to a contiguous area of early
Virginia whose local archives have been lost. The decision
to include these records of St. Peter’s Parish, New Kent
County, in the series was made after careful consideration of
the fact that they had been published before, in 1904 and 1905,
by the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Virginia,
and after consultation with the officers of that society, who have
given their generous and interested cooperation in the under-
taking. The Board of the society endorsed the project for the
reasons set forth in the following letter from the president:

RicrMoND, Va., September 15, 1937.

Mgr. WiLMER L. HaLL, State Librarian,
Virginia State Library,
Richmond, Va.

My pEAarR MRr. HALL:
At a meeting held on December 27, 1935, the Board

of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Virginia
voted to endorse the State Library’s project of editing
and issuing in one volume the Vestry Book and Register
of St. Peter’s Parish in New Kent County (originally
published separately by this society in 1904 and 1905)
and through its Corresponding Secretary, Miss Lucy C.
Roller, informed Dr. Chamberlayne, the editor of the
proposed work, of its action.
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Now, as President of the Colonial Dames of America
in the State of Virginia, I am writing to you to let you
know some of the reasons that actuated us in endorsing
the project, reasons which make us feel that a new edi-
tion of the St. Peter’s Parish records is not only desirable
but highly necessary. Those reasons are the following:
The introductions to the volumes published in 1904 and
1905 are very brief, and the proposed introduction will
provide an adequate historical account of the parish; the
introductions contain errors of fact, which should be cor-
rected, in the light of information now available; the
volumes show many omissions when compared with the
original manuscripts, one instance, in the case of The
Vestry Book, being the omission of six whole pages of the
manuscript, which contain several indentures, the wording
of the various oaths taken by the parish officials, and the
autograph signatures of the officials who had taken the
oaths; neither volume contains any critical notes; in each
volume (The Vestry Book especially) the index is very
inadequate—so much so that it can be of little or no help
to the historical or genealogical student using the book;
much additional historical material concerning New Kent
County in general, and St. Peter’s Parish in particular,
has come to light within the last five or six years and, we
understand, is to be incorporated in the new edition of the
St. Peter’s Parish records; and newly discovered docu-
ments illustrative of the history of Blisland Parish are to
be included in the St. Peter’s volume, the result being that
The Vestry Book of Blisland (Blissland) Parish, pub-
lished by the State Library in 1935 and the shortly to be
published St. Peter’s Parish volume will together contain
a transcript of all the documents connected with the history
of these two contiguous parishes known to be in existence
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given twice, and (6) copies of three indentures (of 1738,
and 1740 respectively), the last one being of peculiar intérest in
view of the light it throws upon interracial relations ¥ Virginia
at the time.

MS. Volume No. 2 is a quarto 1434 by 94 inches in size
and contains 49 leaves, in whole or in part,/of heavy unruled
laid paper, the watermarks being two in Alumber: the Roman
numeral IV (5/8 inch by 1 inch) and aAfleur-de-lis (2% inches
by 134 inches). Originally the volume must have contained at
least five more leaves than at pres Of these, two have been
neatly cut out of the book, presupfably with a knife, only a nar-
row margin being left, and thpée have been torn out roughly.
Whether or not one or two Jeaves are missing from the front
of the volume, it is impossjble to say with certainty. With the
exception of pages 10, 22, 44, 45, 80, 86, and 108 (which con-
tain some extraneous mgtter), the book has been used exclusively
as a Parish Register/of births, baptisms, and deaths from the
year 1733 down to/about the end of the century. From page
1 through page 37 (1733-1740) the entries appear to be in the
handwriting of the Rev. David Mossom, Minister of the parish,
each page havidg been attested by Mr. Mossom. Beginning with
page 39 a netv method of making the entries was followed, the
handwriting, which changes again after 1767, is different, there
are few gntries for the period 1740 to 1756, and after about
1767 thé entries are again comparatively few and scattering.
As can readily be seen from a glance at the printed reproduc-
tion, the record is by no means complete for the period
ostensibly covered.

EsTABLISHMENT OF ST. PETER’S PARISH AND TERRITORIAL
CHANGES, 1678-1725

Some time during the year 1678 the Vestry of Blisland
Parish, having first obtained the consent of the whole parish
thereto, made a division of the parish, the lower part retain-
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ing the name Blisland, the new parish being called St. Peter’s.
The next year, on April 29th, the General Court, answering
a petition of the Parish of Blisland, confirmed the division al-
ready made and thereby finally established St. Peter’s Parish.*
At the time of its establishment St. Peter’s Parish was bounded
on the north-east by the ridge between the Pamunkey and the
Mattaponi rivers, on the south-east by John’s (or Jack’s)
Creek (north of the Pamunkey) and by a line beginning at Capt.
Bassett’s Landing Creek (south of the Pamunkey), and on the
south-west by the ridge between the Pamunkey and Chicka-
hominy rivers. There was no boundary established on the
north-west side, the parish extending in that direction, theoret-
ically speaking, indefinitely, while practically speaking it ex-
tended only as far as to the farthest point of settiement. Later,
when in 1704 St. Peter’s Parish was itself divided, the upper
(or north-western) portion being established as St. Paul’s
Parish, the dividing line between the two parishes (Matadequin
Creek), which in 1720 became also the dividing line between
New Kent and the newly created County of Hanover, became
St._Peter’s north-west boundary line.

But before St. Peter’s Parish had, in 1704, limited itself to
the north-west, as above noted, it had already suffered a con-
siderable loss of territory and inhabitants. In 1691, by the
Act establishing King and Queen County, the General Assem-
bly cut off from it all that part of its territory lying north-east
of the Pamunkey and annexed it to St. John’s Parish (estab-
lished in 1680 or later), thus making St. John’s Parish include
the whole of Pamunkey Neck; i. e, the present King Wil-
liam County and the other counties lying between the Mattaponi
and the north fork (North Anna River) of the Pamunkey.

This transfer of territory from St. Peter’s Parish to the

Bari_gh of _St. John’s is interesting as illustrating an early
8 Page 14.

4 The Vestry Book of Blisland (Blissland) Parish, New Kent and
James City Counties, Virginia, 1721-1786, pp. XXXIII and XXXIV.
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developing and steadily increasing tendency in the Colony of
Virginia, or, to be more specific, in that part of Tidewater Vir-
ginia lying between the James (including the Appomattox) and
the Rappahannock, to make navigable streams, rather than the
ridges between such streams, the boundary lines between county
and county, and between parish and parish. This tendency
finally resulted everywhere, within the limits mentioned above,
in an almost complete change in the north-east and south-west
boundary lines of both counties and parishes; for whereas at
first in almost every instance county was separated from county
and parish from parish by a ridge between two rivers, eventually,
by the addition or subtraction of territory as the case might be,
rivers and not ridges formed the boundary lines. To put it
another way; at first in every case the counties and parishes
lay each on both sides of a river (which served as a high road)
and sloped up and out on each side to a ridge between it and
the next county or parish, but later the counties and parishes
are found lying each between two rivers, each county or parish
sloping up and in on both sides to a ridge, along which ran
in most cases a road roughly paralleling the two rivers.®
Making up for the losses of territory and inhabitants suffered
in 1691, when that part of St. Peter’s. Parish north-east of the
Pamunkey was annexed to St. John’s Parish, and in 1704,
when St. Paul’s Parish was established to the north-west, the
General Assembly in 1723 ordered that on and after March 1,
1725, all that part of the parish of Wilmington lying on the
(north) east side of Chickahominy River and above (i. e.
north-west of) Blisland Parish as added to by the same Act
be added to St. Peter’s Parish. From 1725 onward then St.
Peter’s Parish extended from the Pamunkey on the north-east
to the Chickahominy on the south-west, and from Blisland Parish
on the south-east to St. Paul’s Parish (Hanover County) on
the north-west. By this addition of territory the number of

__5Appendix D., pp. 696-700.




Introduction

The two manuscript volumes hereinafter reproduced in print
embody the earliest consecutive records of St. Peter’s Parish,
New Kent and James City Counties, Virginia, known to be
in existence. The first, and older, of the two volumes was
known to Bishop Meade and was used by him in the prepara-
tion of his Old Churches, Ministers and Families of Virginial
The second, and later, volume the Bishop does not mention in
his book, and it is most probable that he was unaware of its
existence. Both volumes are the property of the Protestant
Episcopal Church in Virginia. For many years they were kept
in the library of the Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary
in Virginia, near Alexandria; they are now in the custody of
the Virginia State Library, in Richmond, and are preserved in
the Archives Division of the library. These two old manu-
scripts were published in two volumes (the register part in
1904 ; the vestry book part in 1905) by the Colonial Dames of
America in the State of Virginia. Both volumes have long
been out of print. The present volume, containing much orig-
inal matter not to be found in the two earlier volumes, is pro-
vided with an exhaustive index and with some notes, which
together should make the records more easily and more profit-
ably used by historical and genealogical students.

The earlier of the two manuscript volumes (hereafter refer-
red to as MS. Volume No. 1) is a quarto, 1378 x 8% inches in
size, and contains 198 leaves, in whole or in part, of heavy
unruled laid paper, the watermarks being two in number: the
initials PB (74 inch by 9/16 inch) ; and a fleur-de-lis on 2 shield,
surmounted by a crown, the whole over the monogram DH
above the monogram WR (6 inches by 5 inches). Originally
the volume contained at least twenty to thirty more leaves than

1 Meade, Old Churches, Vol. I, p. 383.
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at present. Of this number some twenty or more leaves have
been torn out, apparently at random; generally speaking only
one leaf at a time is missing, but occasionally two consecutive
leaves are wanting, and in one case the gap was made by tear-
ing out three leaves. In addition to the missing leaves above
referred to, at least one leaf is missing from the back of the
volume, and two, or perhaps three, are wanting at the front.
Furthermore, of the leaves that remain (or, rather, that have
been counted as remaining) many have been torn or otherwise
mutilated to the point where less than half (in some cases
less than a fourth) of the sheet is left.

Like the manuscript Vestry Book and Register of Bristol
Parish (transcribed and published in 1898) this MS. Volume
No. 1 served two purposes: what may be called the front part
(pages 1 to 247) contains the minutes of the vestry meetings
between 1684 (possibly 1683) and 1758; the back part (pages
1 to 143) contains a record, apparently very incomplete, of
births, marriages, baptisms, and deaths in the parish between
1685 and 1730 or 1731,2 when a new book (MS. Volume No.
2) was begun, the old book containing in addition occasional
entries down to the end of the century, and in one case to 1810;
while the middle portion (pages 144 to 149, inclusive, count-
ing from the back) contains (1) the wording of the Test Oath,
followed by the autograph signatures of some thirty-eight
parish officials who had taken the oath, (2) the wording of the
Oath of Conformity, followed by some seventeen autograph
signatures, (3) the wording of the Oath of a Vestryman, (4)
the wording of the Oath of a Church Warden, (5) the wording
of three other caths (of Allegiance to King George, of Abjura-
tion of the Pope, and of Renunciation of the Pretender), each

2 Actually there are a few entries dating back years before the
establishment of the parish, in 1678 (or 9), but in every such instance
the entry was made some distance down the page and below the first
entry under the particular letter (A, B, C, etc.) heading the page, a
fact” which proves that the entry in question was made at a subse-
quent date.
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ter’s will of interest to the parish,
45, 59; expenses incurred in pre-
senting minister, paid by parish,
41; have stocks erected, 240;
indenture between John Light-
foot and, 505; indenture between
Michll. Harfield and, 507; in-
denture between Noel Waddill
and, 507; jobbers and travelers
not to be entertained without
notifying, 172; make application
for minister, 49; oath of, xiv,
505; pay certain debts in money,
311; persons summoned to court
by order of, 46?; petition of, 618,
624*; power of supervisors vested
in, 82; present information con-
cerning a scrvant, 623 ; prosecute
fornicators, 9; prosecute woman,
249 ; providc new Register, 234;
provide passage over river for
minister, 49; silver chalice de-
livered to, 231; suit vs. Jno.
Lyddall's executrix, 112; thank
governor for recommending a
minister, 52; to appoint ferry-
man, 18, 25; to bring suit if an
account is not settled, 253; to col-
lect fine, 38, 45; to give in
presentments against misdemean-
ors, 45; to inspect new dwelling
upon glebe land, 139; to obtain
copy of Virginia laws, 236; to
provide new surplice, 202, 237;
to receive a moiety of fine due
from G. Macon, 51; to sell to-
bacco, for money, 253, 278, 283
288, 295, 642: to set up stocks,
104; tobacco collectors, 18, 24,
31, 34, 37, 45, 47, 51, 160, 168,
171, 178, 181, 190, 194, 205; to-

bacco collectors enter into bond
with, 123, 134, 138, 147; work-
man’s bond payable to, 90.

Churchyard, cleaned, 41°, 177, 269,
272, 297; new church to have,
68; stocks to be set up near, 104,
240; to be fenced in, 56, 99.

Cider, 687.

Cipieo, a Negro, 420.

Circunicision, Feast of, 3.

Claibourne (Claybourne), ——,
processioner, 21.

Claibourne (Claybourne),
dridge, 436.

Claibourne, Thomas, 436.

Clapboards, 114, 176, 186.

Clark (Clarke), Ann (Anne),
daughter of James, 565; daugh-
ter of Mark, 459 ; wife of James,
565, 566.

Clark, Benjamin, 345°, 346°.

Clark (Clarke), Christopher, 57.

Clark (Clarke), Edward, 57, 98,
628: sexton, 35, 40.
See also Clerk, Edward, jr.

Clark, Elizabeth, 345, 566.

Clark, George, 426.

Clark, Hannah, 345.

Clark (Clarke), Henry, 357, 359,
565.

Clark (Clarke), Isabella, 462, 522,
527.

Clark (Clarke), James, 565%, 566.

Clark (Clarke), Jane, 103*

Clark, Johanna, 425.

Clark, John, 644, 670.

Clark, Margery, 292, 296, 298.

Clark (Clarke), Mark, 459, 462,
522, 527.

Clark, Mary, 345.

Clark, Peter, 213, 425.

Dan-

Kames o IQ' l;ﬁ[é"‘/‘-
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Price, Joseph, 516.

Price, Joseph Showers, 516.

Pric[e], Margreat, 21.

Price, Mary, 1.

Pride, James, indenture signed
by, 680, 681.

Pridgin, son of —— 513.

Priest’s orders, ministers requir-
ed to take, to meeting with
governor, 671.

Primas, a Negro, 357.

Prince, a Negro, 522.

Prince George County, establish-
ment of, 696.

Prince of Wales, 504, 508.

Princess Sophia Electress, 509.

Printer, 236.

Prior, —————, 385.

Prior, Anne, 385.
See also Pryer.

Prison, account of burning of, in
New Kent County, 591, 612.

Pritchard, Josias, 521.

Private schools, in parish, 631.
Processioners, appointed, 20, 21,
82% 261, 279, 307, 323, 324.
Processioning, children to wit-
ness, 117; land divided for, 323;

orders and returns registered,
138, 311; orders for, 116, 117,
188, 210, 226; time set for, 19,
308, 324.

Processioning book, procession-
ers recorded in, 279.

Proclamations, recorded, 72, 79;
requiring report on parish levy,
donations, legacies, etc., 88,
104.

Proctor, Willianm, 435.

Promissory note, 436.

Protestant Episcopal Church in
Virginia, xiii.

Protestant Episcopal Theological
Seminary in Virginia, xiii.

Protestant Religion, 506.

Protestants, 509.

Prudence, a Negro, 553:

Pruet, Jane, 550.

Pruet, John, 550.

Pruet, Sarah, 550.

Pryer, Elisabeth, 386.

Pryer, Nicholas, 484.

Pryer, William, 386, 484"

See also Prior.

Public dues, notes of certain
warehouses shall pass in pay-
ment of, 636.

Public levy. See Parish levy.

Public office, too little regard and
reverence paid to persons in,
660.

Public outcry, tobacco to be sold
at, 253, 254.

Public Record Office, London,
672, 698 (note).

Public records, searched for in-
formation concerning the divi-
sion of the parish, 17.

Public schools, none in parish,
631.

¥Pullam, Anne, 384.
¥Pullam (Pullum), William, 383,

384°.

XPullum, Benjamin, 384.
XPullum, James, 383.

Pully, John, 441.

Pulpit, in Brick Church, 91; win-

dow behind in Lower Church,
36.
Punch, a Negro, 451, 526.
Purcell, William, 592°
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Purde, Elizabeth, 384.

Purde, Mary, 384.

Purdey, Hannah, 385.

Purdey (Purde), Nicholas, 57,
384, 385.

Purdie, Jane, 386.

Purdie, Susanna, 386.

Purgason, Joseph, 594.

Putered fever (feaver), 559.

Pyrant. See Pirant.

Qorill (?), Edw., processioner,
21.

Quakers, 621%; few in St. Peter's
Parish, 632.

Quarles, James, jr., 653.

Quary, Robert, member of Coun-
cil, 626.

Queen of England, 627.

Queen’s high road, 89, 97, 628.

“Queries to be answered,” sent
to ministers by the Bishop of
London, 630. A

Quiggins, ————, 653.

Quill, 666.

Quit rents, 180, 214, 228, 238,
243, 247, 252, 255.

R[ ], Armistead, vestry-
man, 648.

Rabbitted, floors to be, 154.
Race horses, 663.

Rachel, a Negro, 476, 534, 535,
540, 544, 598.

agglin. See Ragland.

Raglan. See Ragland.

Ragland, Ann, 534, 542.
Ragland, Blandina, 597%
Ragland, Eben, 488.

Ragland, Edmund, 597.

Ragland, Elizabeth, 488, 532, 543,
548.

Ragland (Ragglin, Raglan, Rag-
lin, Ragling), Evan, 57, 137,
143, 188, 442*; processioner, 21.

Ragland (Ragling), Evan, jr.,
390°.

Ragland, Gideon, 488, 597.

Ragland, Hannah, 551.

Ragland (Raghn), Isaac, 390.

Ragland (Raglin), Jacob, 391,
598, 653; processioner, 308,
324.

Ragland, Joel, 554.

Ragland (Ragling), John, 390,
532, 534, 543, 551, 597.

Ragland, Judith, 534, 551, 597.

Ragland, N., 653.

Ragland, Nathaniel, 532, 543, 5482,
597°.

Ragland, Rebecca, 597.

Ragland, Sarah, 542, 554, 597,

598.

Ragland (Raglin), Thomas, 390,
391, 442, 488.

Ragland (Ragling), William, 390,
542, 548, 554, 596, 597%, 598¢,
653.

Raglin. See Ragland.

Ragling. Sce Ragland.

Rail and banister, 26.

Raimond. See Raymond:

Raleigh, N. C., 685.

Ramsgate, County of Kent,
Great Britain, 684.

Ran. See Ryan.

Randal, a Negro, 539, 553.

Randell, Elizebeth, 388.

Randell, John, 388.

Randolph, ——, 674.

Narmas o‘\a Im’{'ff“f

k%
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e

weny bo": Mar™: 27 1685 Danell bo": Ap'':
16. 1686. _

Hanah. bo": July 8 1686 Pegg bo": Apr'': y*
24. 1687

Lyon bo: May 25. 1687. Pom bo*: July. 12.
1687

Dick bé: y*: Des": 15 1688 Saifi: bo": Aug*:
5 1689

Bety bd: Oc': y* 21. 1689.

at y* Qu' as ffolloweth

Doll bo: feb: 7. 1683 Matt. bo: June 21. 1685

Pretty bo: oc': 8 1685 Margreat bo™: Apr'':
29 1687 :

Jeny bo®: Desem 1*': 1688 Franck bo: Jan. 6

. 1688/9
*' William son to William Pullam nat: y': 3 Au-
| _ gust bap': y*: 3 of sep* & 1690
Thé son to Thomas Pontin bap*: y* 21" : of June 1691 p
one negroe belonging to M™: Susan: Poindexter
borne y*: 1**: day of ffeb™: 1693/4
Sufana Poindexter buryed the 15 July 1698
Anne Daug® of Hump® Parifh and mary his
wife bap': 4: Sep" 1698
Anne Daut® of will®* Perking by Eliz his wife
bapt: 12 march 1698/9
Ellenor Daut® of Rob' Pajley by Ellenor his =2}
wife bap': 26 march 1699
Roland Son of John Peeke by Jane bapiz the 25
June 1699
Eliz Daut® of Gabrill Pickring baptiz the 13
Dec#® 1696
will®* Son of Edw#® Penick bapiz the 25 Aug*. 1694
John Son of Eliz Pedley baptiz the 30 June 1691 ]
*E?nes Son of will® Pullum bap® the 2 may 169[ |

13
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¥ Sarah Daut® of David Pattifon bapiz the 24

march 1699/700
¥ | Benj Son of w™ Pullum bap'z the 31 march 1700

Sufanna daut® of Thé Poindexter born the 6

ffeb& 1696/7
Eliz Daut® of m®* Thomas Poindexter born the

14 Januery 1699/700
will® Son of Thd Ponton bapiz the 12 may 1700
Jane Daut® of Hump® Parifh born the 20 Dec®

1699 bap* 21 July 170[ }

Jofeph Son of John Peace bo baptiz the 13 oco®* 1700[?]
firances Daut®* of Jn° Park Ju®* baptiz the 16

ffeb& 1700/1
Hen® Son of Humphery Parrifh bapiz the 27
aprill 1701

James Son of James Pyrant baptiz the 27 aprill 1701
Anne Dauter of w™ Perkins bapiz the 4 may 1701[?]
william Son of Peter Plantine baptiz the 12
octob® 1701
% Anne Daut® of David Pattifon baptiz the 2 no-
vemb# 1701
Elizabeth: and mary Dauters of nicé Purde
bapiz: 15 mart 1701/2
_Sarah Daut® of Tho Poindexter borne y* 12 may 1702[?]
-)('I_A-;:ne Daut® of w™ Pullam baptiz y* 22 nov& 1702[7?]
“Sufannah daut® of Jn°® Peace baptiz the 31 Jan® 170[ ]
(28]
W™ Son of James Pirant baptiz y* 28 March 1703
Judeth daut® of Jeremyah Paite baptiz 4 July 1703
John Son of Charles Perfon baptiz Sept® 19 1703
ffrances & Kate Negroes belonging to M" Geo
Poindexter bap feb"™ 4™: 1704/5
firancis Son of James Perry bapt y* 13 Jan'y 1705
% David Son of David Pattison born y*. 14 8br 1703

7A15 /,v&ak 15 More #44;1 _S_ﬁ_épafax,
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